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If you go  What: Carrick Productions presents “Mr. Pim Passes By”  When: Through Aug. 10. 
Performances are at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays, with a Sunday matinee at 2 p.m.  Where: 
Dead Poets’ Society Auditorium in Lowry Hall, on the Montgomery Bell Academy campus, 4001 
West End Ave. (Use the S. Wilson Blvd., entrance off West End for free parking in garage 
adjacent to Lowry Hall.)  Tickets: $10 ($8 for students/seniors)  Contact: 
http://carrickproductions.wordpress.com 
 
A.A. Milne was best known for his beloved children’s books about “a bear of very 
little brain” called “Winnie-the-Pooh.” But long before he journeyed into the 
Hundred Acre Wood, Milne was also a respected humorist and playwright. And 
with its inaugural work of “Mr. Pim Passes By,” Carrick Productions reminds us of 
Milne’s gift for witty dialogue and whimsical storytelling. 



Set in George and Olivia Marden’s proper English country home in 1920, the play 
opens with a seemingly innocuous visit from the mild-mannered Carraway Pim. 
But when Mr. Pim casually mentions a recent meeting with Olivia’s first husband 
— a rather shady gent whom she has long believed to be dead — the Mardens 
find themselves teetering on the brink of a bigamous disaster. Complicating 
matters for the oh-so-proper George is the fact that his young ward, Dinah, is 
intent on marrying a freethinking artist named Brian Strange. 

It’s a rather lighthearted romp, to be sure — but with just enough social 
commentary to keep the audience on its toes. And in the capable hands of this 
ensemble — which features a nice mix of local favorites and fresh talent — “Mr. 
Pim” never misses a beat. 

As George, Rick Seay (who also provides smart direction) is the quintessential 
stuffy Brit, determined to play things by the book. But Seay punctuates his 
character’s high-minded observations with just enough awkward charm to make 
us sympathize with his plight. 

Meanwhile, Caroline Davis’ levelheaded Olivia provides the ideal counterpoint to 
Seay’s bluster. Davis delivers her lines with razor-sharp precision, carefully 
dismantling George’s logic and handing it back to him with delicious timing. 

Gregg Colson is quite funny as the absent-minded Mr. Pim, infusing his lines with 
a delightful sense of oblivion and comic physicality. And Wesley Paine seems to 
take a page from “Downton Abbey’s” Dame Maggie Smith as the crusty family 
matriarch, Lady Marden. 

Lizzie Boston is utterly charming as the vivacious Dinah, although she 
occasionally rushed her lines in Friday’s opening night performance. It’s a minor 
quibble, however, and together with Aaron Ardisson — appropriately dashing, yet 
quirky as Dinah’s suitor, Brian — Boston brings great energy to each of her 
scenes. Merredith Brittain makes the most of her limited time on stage as the 
Marden’s housekeeper, Anne. 

Colson’s elegant set design draws the audience into the Mardens’ story, and June 
Kingsbury’s exquisite costumes add a level of sophistication and authenticity. 

Lively and fun, “Mr. Pim” marks a notable beginning for Carrick Productions. Be 
sure to catch it before it passes by.	  


